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Variant 1 

Task 1: Read the text and do the tasks that follow 

Pantomimes are very popular in Britain at Christmas. Most big towns and 

cities have their own pantomime. This is a humorous musical play usually 

performed in the open air. A pantomime is usually based on a traditional story 

which everyone knows, and the show itself is very exciting, with lots of jokes, 

songs and dancing. Sometimes the audience takes part in the performance, too. 

The tradition began over two hundred years ago and has been a part of 

Christmas celebrations ever since. At first it was merely an entertainment for 

children, but now adults enjoy it as much. Of course, there have been a lot of 

changes over the years. Some elements, like joking and singing, were added, but 

the basic plot has remained the same. Every pantomime must have three main 

characters: a young man, a young lady and a ”dame”. The first two always marry at 

the end, and the dame, the comic figure, tries to prevent them from doing it. 

There are all possible kinds of pantomimes, and a lot of famous singers or 

comedians take part in them. Thus the old tradition is enriched with modern ideas 

and fresh forces, which is so typical of the British. 

 

Choose the best sentence ending (a, b, c or d) which is true to the text 

1. Pantomimes 

a. are a sort of entertainment for children; 

b. started not so long ago; 

c. are absolutely the same in every area;  

d. have the same principal characters. 

2. The principal characters 

a. are always played by pop singers; 

b. are found in every pantomime; 

c. are all comic figures for people to laugh at; 

d. are always performed by famous comedians. 

3. New ideas 

a. bring life into old stories that the pantomimes are based on; 

b. can prevent the characters from getting married; 

c. make people feel sorry and sad; 

d. are something pantomimes can’t do without. 

4. The songs and dances in pantomimes 

a. have been a part of every pantomime from the very beginning; 

b. were added to please the children; 

c. are one of those new ideas which didn’t let pantomime die; 

d. have always been the funniest part of them. 

 

Task 2: Supply the articles „-, a, an, the“ if they are necessary. 

In the weeks before Christmas people are busy. They make or buy (1)_____ 

Christmas cards and send them to their friends, grandparents, cousins, aunts and 

uncles. They also buy (2)______ Christmas presents. Many children make their 



Christmas cards at (3)_____school. People buy Christmas trees and put them in 

their (4)_______living rooms. (5)_______children decorate the Christmas tree 

with toys and little coloured lights. There are beautiful Christmas decorations in 

(6)_____streets. 

On (7)______Christmas Eve everybody puts their presents under 

(8)______Christmas tree. People say that at night Father Christmas puts presents 

into (9)_____stockings which children usually hang on their beds. 

(10)_____traditional Christmas meal is roast turkey and Christmas pudding.  

 

Task 3: Fill in the blanks with the appropriate pronouns. 

1. Jill and Jack write articles for______school newspaper.  

2. Bob nodded at_____wife as if he wanted to say „You see?“ 

3. Do you think they are loosing_______popularity. 

4. From_____place I could watch the people eating______lunch. 

5. I like_____new car. I bought_____yesterday. 

 

Task 4: Put the verbs in brackets into correct form. 

1. I (to look for) my key. I can’t open the door. 

2. There (not to be) any lessons tomorrow. 

3. When the plane (to arrive)? 

4. When she (to leave) the room, her baby (to cry). 

5. I suppose when Dennis (to hear) the news, he (to be) very glad. 

6. Yesterday Philip (to be) very busy. He (to get) ready for his exam. 

7. They (to arrive) in the time yesterday because they (to take) a taxi. 

8. We (to have) two grammar tests so far. 

9. Mary is tired because she (to work) in the garden. 

10. She (to talk) for some time when I (to stop) her.  

 

Task 5: Change the Active to Passive. 
1. My parents always meet me at the station. 

2. When will they serve the dinner? 

3. He bought the flowers yesterday. 

4. You must listen to your parents‘ advice. 

5. Tina didn’t write that note. I wrote it. 

 

 

 
 

 

 


